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Ref No.137-ll/ fa0 /2020 Dated :
B
To, -

All the shipping companies.

Sub : Relief of levy of damages to the Shipping Companies during
lockdown

Sir,

In view of the lockdown announced by the Government of India to control the spread of
COVID-19 pandemic and other disruptions due to Pandemic situation, the shipping companies
covered under SPFO Act and Scheme, 1966 are distressed and not able to function normally.

2. As per the e-mails received from FOSMA and some of the shipping companies, it is
brought to notice of this office that some of the shipping companies are not able to transmit
calculation sheets of each Seafarer to their foreign principal and their principal are not able to
remit the PF and AVC to them for further remittance to SPFO.

3, Considering the difficulties faced by the shipping companies in timely deposit of
contributions during the period of lockdown due to operational and economic reasons, it is
evident that such delays are not negligence of the employer.

4. Therefore, for any delay in payment of any contributions or administrative charges due

for any period during the lockdown from 23 March, 2020 to 30" June, 2020, no proceeding
shall be initiated for levy of penal damages in such cases.

Yours faithfully,

(Surendral Kuma
Commissioner,
Seamen'’s Provident Fund Orgafization,
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